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INVITATION - PIAYS FOR WOMEN 


Our now membors who have not scon the evaluations of ten 
Passion Plays, which were prepared some tine ago by the 
Conference, =my havo a copy of the set on request. 


The inforrmmtion includes production notes and synopsis of 
the following plays: 


Barter, A lfiin'sS House, Tho Dark Hours, Behold the Inn, 
The Upper Roon, The Betrayal, Pilate tho Governor, The 
lord of Death, Thy Will Be Dono, and A Fantasy of the 
Passion. 


Ie also have at hand ao copy of "Shekels" (Dr, Walsh) and 
"Ecce Agnus Dei" (Fred Karem of Louisville) to enable us 
to answer your inquirics, 


i ee 
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BROADWAY NOTES 


Jo iftielzinor scorod again with two 
memoreble sets for “Solitaire,” the now 
play which flashed twelveeycar old PMe- 
tricia Hitchcock into acting-cearned pro- 
minenco. 


"Junior Miss" still is a topehit on 
Broadway. We're watching it for releasc 
to amateurs, believing it will be es- 
pecially welcome to young groups. 


"Village Green" and "The land Is 
Bright," both produced this season on 
Broadway, are now relcascd to amateurs 
through Dramatists Play Service. 


If you are looking for a light, spark 
ling comedy, we suggest you read "The 
Young in Heart," recently released by 
Longmans Green as adapted from the I, A. 
R. Wylic story. 


THEATER AND DEFENSE 





At the invitation of the Catholic The- 
atre Guild of Los Angeles, Emmet Lavery 
spoke on “Thoatre and Dofensc" at the 
Wilshire-Ebell. Theatre on January 15th. 
Making allowance for the nood of vaudo- 
ville acts to start tho ontertainncnt 
ball rolling at the camps, Mr. lLlavory 
clained that now was not enough, and 
made a plea for powerful and illurinat-~- 
ing dram to supply encouragement and 
inspiration to the men who are face to 
face with real sacrifice. 

His talk was preceded by a half-hour 
oratorio presented by the Archdiocesan 
Choir, and was followed by a reception 
to Mr, Lavery by the Guild's Board of 
Directors, 


SHADOW AND SUBSTANCE 





"Shadow and Substance” has been a pop- 


ular dram and we fcel sure, therefore, 
that some Conferonce member will be able 
to answer the appeal of St, Patrick's 
Players, Nowburgh, New York, Production 
suggestions and plans for stage designs 
will be welcomed and appreciated, Ade 
dress them to Miss Marie A, Cook, 12 


Liberty Street, Newburgh, New York, 


MRS. WYATT, LECTURER 





Mrs, Christopher Wyatt, Executive 
Committecc momber of the Confcrence, in 
addition to conducting book discussions 
and semi-Qnnual dram reviews at tho 
Carroll Club, 2 Catholic girls' club of 
Now York, has established © reputation 
as a favorite drarm lecturer. Anong 
the groups she visited recontly are St. 
Veronica's Guild, Scarsdalc, Now York, 
and the Guild Gallery and Duchesne 
School, both of Now York City. Her 
schedule also includes Confcrence momber 
group, the Dramatic Association of the 
Colloge of St. Elizabeth in New Jersey. 


CATHOLIC THEATRE OF DETROIT 





A single orchid no longer cxpresses 
to the full the compliments due the De- 
troit Thoatre Guild. The unanimous on- 
thusiasm voiced by that city's ncwspap- 
ers leaves no doubt as to the effective- 
ness of its production of “Juno and the 
Paycock." 

And now to further emphasize the 
thorough-going manner of the Guild, we 
learn that its substitute dram for Fob- 
ruary (original plans mentioned "Flight 
to the Wost") will be "East Lynne," with 
everything from box office to back drop 
carried out in the spirit of 1880. 

Paul Lilly, the Guild's president,ad- 
vised, however, that audience and critics 
were at odds in their reception of 
"Thunder Rock," produced by the Guild in 
December. The columnists mmrled the ac- 
cusation that the play itself was "bad 
theater," but the audience formed its 
own opinion, which in general was favor- 
able. 


BIACKFRIARS*, NEW YORK 


To their past successes - "Up the 
Rebels," the dram of past and present 
Ireland, and the Thompson biographical 
play, “Song out of Sorrow" - the Black 
friars have now added a third title, 
"The Years Betwoon," In their offering 
of new plays, the Blackfriars arc mking 
@ most important contribution to Cathe 
olic theater. 

Another production is planned for the 
end of April. 











PLAY TOURNAMENTS 





Mrs, Wyatt, judge in the recent CYO con- 
test and hostess to the judges of the Car- 
roll Club tournaments,sends us this resume 
from the judge's corner. 

The one-act play, once the professional 
‘curtainawraiser,' is now almost entirely 
associated with the amateur stego where it 
scems the ideal medium for the development 
of playwright, producer and actor. Tourna- 
ments add that elemont of competition 
lacking in unprofessional work. 

The relative values of play, production 
and acting for tho judgos,however, prosent 
such interesting grounds for argument that 
the Catholic Thoater Confcrence hopes that 
such @ discussion may be continued in an 
open forum in subsequent bulletins. For a 
start we offer tho different viewpoints 
revoaled in the judges" ehects preparcd 
for the One Act Play Tournamonts of tho 
Brooklyn-Quoens CYO and the Carroll Club. 

According to the CYO rules,tho play it- 
scolf is unimportant; the contestants mst 
select their play from &n approved list. 
Great omphasis is laid on the eacting, 
which rates 65% while production counts 
only 35%. The judges are instructed to 
disregard Set and Lighting, but required 
to note Busincss, ]fke-Up, Costumes, and 
Tempo (marked important). The CYO sheets 
list seven headings under Acting: Voice, 
Characterization, lfovement (Pantomime) ,Con- 
trast, Ensemble, Tempo(agein), and Motiva- 
tion, 

For the Carroll Club the choice of play 
counts a full 40%, while Acting, Produc- 
tion, and Diction each contribute 20% to- 
word tho play award, A tentative list of 
plays is presented to the competing groups 
but they are free to mke an indcpendcnt 
sclection if it moasures up to the stan- 
dards of the Cormittec. This is 4 better 
test of litcrary or drarmmtic acumen but is 
more suitablo for adult groups. Under di- 
rection and Staging the Carroll Club 
places Interpretation of Theme, Set, Stage 
Business, [fke-Up and Costuming; under 
Acting, Interpretation of Character, Sin- 
cerity, Stage Presence; and under Diction, 


Articulation, Clarity, Inflection and Gon- 
oral Voice Quality. 

In both contosts group awards are made 
to prize plays and individual awards to 
actors and directors. 


MIDWEST MEETING 





Mr. Paul Lilly, President of the Catho- 
lic Theatre of Detroit and Publicity Man- 
ager for the lfidwest )eeting at Dubuque, 
sends us this enthusiastic report. 

"The welcoming speeches of Saturday 
morning were genuine, and the talk by 
Margaret Wobstor & honey! I have no ver-~ 
batim report, but she gave the entire 
group some insight into Skakespeare that 
was an education. Her experiences in di- 
recting, illustrated by problems sho on- 
countered and worked out, suggestions on 
staging and charactcrizations together 
with a question period she conducted, all 
were helpful to any one considering 
Shakespearean production, Her contribu- 
tion was @ valuablo one, 

"The system of dividing groups into 
their respective fields - high school, 
college and comminity, and lotting thom 
mect individually Saturday aftornoon to 
discuss phascs of their own work was vory 
effective. 

"The generél sessions wore helpful too, 
Father Hartko's talk on Plays, Courtenuy 
Savage on Publicity, Frank Wurtsmith on 
Set Design, and Devid Itkin on Directing, 
all containod practical, down-to-oarth 
suggestions that were usable no mattor 
what the production situation might be. 

"Not the least educational and enter- 
taining phase of the Conference were the 
plays presented by St. Ambrose and Loras 
Colleges. Both Father Schroeder and Mr. 
Costello gave the delegates some swell 
examples of what students can do in act- 
ing and staging. Everyone onjoyed the 
performances and the discussion that fol- 
lowed “My Heart's in the Highlands," 
which brought out the ‘I like’ and 'I 
don't like* factions of Saroyan, 

"The highlight and most inspiring event 
of the mecting was the Pontifical !fiss 
celebrated by Archbishop Beckmnn and tho 
sermon delivered by Father /artin of 
Loras. I wish I had ca transcript of 
Fathor lartin's talk that you might quote 
from it. He certainly gave us all a viv- 
id picture of the place Catholic Dram 
should hold in socicty,4s well 4s a chal- 
lenge to all of us engaged in Catholic 
Theatre. 

"In genoral, I would say that the moct- 
ing was an ovorwhelming succoss}" 





FEBRUARY PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 





Troy: The Blackfriars are presenting 
“it, and lirs, North" on the 5th and 6th at 
The Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Play- 
house, with the President and Secretary 
playing the title roles. The Blackfriars’ 
MBy production, "Our Town" will be their 
tenth, Among their past succcssos they 
list "The First Legion", "You Can’t Take 
It With You," "Joyous Season} "Kind Lady" 
and “Mary of Scotland.” 

Detroit: “East Lynne" in true Ancri- 
can traditional stylo will be offored by 
the Catholic Theatre Guild on February 12 
to 14, inclusive. 

Now Haven: Thornton Wilder's “Happy 
Journey" was tho Blackfriars' vehiele for 
the Rocky Hill Veteran's Home. Some men- 
bers of the group doubled on the bill 
with WICC Players doing "Tho Valiant," 

Chieago: St, Catherine's Playcrs pro- 
duce’ Fathor Malachy's Miracle on February 
12 and 13. 

New York: "The Yoars Botwocn" made now 
records in attendance, audicnece enthusiasn 
and critic approval for the Blackfriars. 
Production 5th through 10th. 

Richnond: A grand scale Valentine par- 
ty for Catholic Thoatre Guild nenbers, 
sandwiched in between rchoarscls for the 
Passion Play. Tho Passion Play is the 
Guild's great event, and once again plans 
arc under way to improve and enlarge the 
production...ncw sconory, now costumos,and 
a choir of fiftcon voiccs for the intore 
mission msic. 





Fordhan will open its arena Thoatre 
atop Collins Hall witha production of 
Goldoni’s “A Servant of Two Masters" in 
larch, This production faccs now difficul- 
tics because the circular stage, not 
raised, is completely surrounded by the 
oudience,..an oxperinent in acting, direct 
ing, and scene sctting. 


The Catholic Theatre Guild of Pitts- 
burgh is now in rehearsal on Dr, Willian 
Thoms Walsh's passion Play, "Shekels," 
It was lRry Clancy of the Pittsburch 
Guild who introduced the play to us. 


AMONG OUR VISITORS 





Mery Dowd, in charge of publicity 
for the Catholic Theatre Guild of Rich- 
mond, dropped in for a chat, and before 
loaving she promised to send us 4& copy 
of each issue of the Guild's Bulletin 
to keep us informed of their mltitudi- 
nous activities, (Did we hear you say 


"That's a good idea, Wo'll do it too.") 


COME RIGHT IN} 

Our now members, &s always, are wel- 
come. This month we have the Harlequins 
of Scattle Preparatory School, seasoned 
dramitists who have just completed 
“Journcy’s End," The Blackfriars of 
Madison, Wisconsin, and Clarke Gollege 
of Dubuque, Iowa, have also joined us, 

Individual memborships have bcen 
subscribed to by Sister M, Inez,Aquinas 
High School, LaCrossc, Wisconsin;Sister 
Joan Marie, 0.S.F., Briar Cliff Collegs, 
Sioux City, Ifichigan; Sistor M, LaVerne, 
College of St, Francis, Jolict, Illinois, 
Mother Miriam Schncidcr,0.S.U., Ursuline 
Academy, Arcadia, Missouri; Sistor Ruth 
Mary, 0.S.F., Mt, St. Francis, Dubuque, 
Iowa; Sistor M, Madcoleine Sophic,College 
of Notre Dane, Maryland; Miss MeryCryan, 
Director of Drarmm, Nazarcth Colloge,Ken- 


tucky. 





INVITATION 





Porhaps your loading man has not 
been drafted --- yot. Anticipating 4 
possible day when mle roles will be 
difficult to cast, wo would concourage 
you to investigate plays which dram- 
tizo women and havo a nminiram nunber 
of rele parts. 

May we invite the women's colleges 
and dramatic groups to send us a list 
of the plays with which they are famil- 
iar and which they would recormend to 
other companics, 


1937 = 1942 





"Most prevalent of all the impress- 
ions remaining from the Chicago meeting 
is a wide-spread admiration for the pro- 
gress and vigor of the nuns in the Mid- 
west arca,."” We quote the first issuc 
of the Conference Bullotin, and now in 
the immediate aftcrrmmth of the 1942 Mid- 
west mecting we say it again with fresh 
enthusiasn,. 








